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new job, that * all Italian life must be lifted on to the plane of
Empire*. The fact that Rome had become again, in May 1936,
the centre of an Empire did not affect the schools more than it
affected other aspects of the Italian life; the imperial burden,
which in other fields was of a financial character, was in the
schools a burden of rhetorical words. The only substantial
effect of the conquest of Abyssinia was that Mussolini led him-
self and Italy into servitude to Hitler and Nazi Germany; the
first consequence having a direct bearing on education was the
Nazi-inspired, even if not Nazi-imposed, anti-semitic policy.